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Eric H. Holder






           


Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20530-0001
Your decision to transfer five detainees from Guantánamo to the U.S. mainland to face trial in federal court is a welcome step forward. We urge you to rescind your decision to hold military trials for other detainees and to put an end to the military commissions entirely. In addition, you have said that you “fully expect” to direct federal prosecutors to seek the death penalty against these five detainees for their trials in U.S District Court in New York. Amnesty International continues to call on the U.S. administration to drop pursuit of the death penalty in any and all prosecutions in whatever forum the trial is held.

We also call upon you to:

- Ensure accountability for torture and abuse as required by U.S. law. Set up or support an independent commission of inquiry to investigate torture and other human rights violations committed by the U.S. government in the name of countering terrorism. Ensure that all those who break the law are prosecuted and provide redress and remedy to their victims;

- Bring U.S. detentions at Bagram and other U.S. facilities in Afghanistan and Iraq into compliance with international law and human rights standards;

- Close all possible loopholes for torture and other ill-treatment, and end any use of rendition and secret detention by   or on behalf of the U.S. authorities anywhere.
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