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We welcome President Obama’s declared intention to close the detention facility at Guantanamo.  We also appreciate the fact that one of the Kuwaitis incarcerated there, Khaled Al Mutairi, was finally repatriated on October 8, 2009.  We hope that another detainee, Fouad Al Rabiah, will be returned to Kuwait shortly.

However, two other Kuwaitis remain at Guantanamo – Fawzi Al Odah and Fayiz Al Kandari.  We urge that you make every effort to ensure that they are returned to Kuwait expeditiously.  Seven years in prison without being charged is incompatible with our own laws and ideals and undermines the aspirations of the US to be a leader on human rights.  Indeed, the United Nations Committee Against Torture has held that indefinite detention without charges is, per se, a violation of the Convention Against Torture, to which the United States is a party.

There are no practical obstacles to the repatriation of these men.  They want to return to their country, their families want them back, and the government of Kuwait has established a rehabilitation program to facilitate their reintegration into society.  Moreover, the US government appears unable or unwilling to present any evidence in court of criminal activity by these men.  Given all of these circumstances, it is imperative that they be returned immediately.
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